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Abstract . A new species of Camellia L. (Theaceae), 
C. maiana Orel, endemic to the Da Lat Plateau in 
southern Vietnam, is described and illustrated. The 
newly described species has variable-sized, ovate to 
obovate leaves; 2-whorled, terminal, sessile flowers 

finely textured petals; a compound style consisting of 
four parts that are fused at the base; persistent 
bracteoles; and a superior 4-chambered ( 
morphological evidence supports taxonomic place¬ 
ment as a transitional member of Camellia sect. 
Stereocarpus (Pierre) Sealy. 
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Camellia L. is a member of the tea family 
(Theaceae). This genus is well represented in 

areas of the country. Vietnam is considered a major 
center of diversity for Camellia, having approximately 
20% of all the species located within its boundaries 
(Sealy, 1958; Chang & Bartholomew, 1984). The 
genus Camellia is characterized within the family by 
having seeds without wings and capsules dehiscing 
from the apex (Sealy, 1958). 

In this paper, a new species within Camellia sect. 
Stereocarpus (Pierre) Sealy from Vietnam is described. 
As the infrageneric classification of the genus varies 
from author to author, in this study, the taxonomic 
treatments of Sealy (1958), Chang and Bartholomew 
(1984), and Ming and Bartholomew (2007) are 
considered. This section was originally established 
by Pierre in 1887 and. as constituted by Chang and 
Bartholomew (1984), it contains five species, namely 
C. dormoyana (Pierre ex Laness.) Sealy, C. krempfii 
(Gagnep.) Sealy, C. yunnanensis (Pit. ex Diels) Cohen- 
Stuart, C. liberistyla Hung T. Chang, and C. 
liberistyloides Hung T. Chang (Chang & Bartholomew, 
1984). In Ming and Bartholomew’s classification 
system (2007), Camellia sect. Stereocarpus contains 
three species, C. dormoyana (the type species), C. 
pubipetala Y. Wan & S. Z. Huang, and C. luteoflora Y. 
K. Li ex Hung T. Chang & F. A. Zeng. 

new Camellia species proposed here indicate a 
number of morphological characteristics that have 

established affinities with sections Brachyandrae 
Hung T. Chang and Fuifuraceae Hung T. Chang 

the proposed new Camellia species into section 

the shared morphological characteristics were rela¬ 

the proposed new Camellia species possesses a 

exhibited by species in section Brachyandrae. The 
new species also shares some affinities with the 
members of section Fuifuraceae; however, placement 
of the proposed new Camellia species into section 
Fuifuraceae was also judged inappropriate, as the 
morphological traits in common were only superficial. 
In similar cases, Sealy (1958) and Chang and 
Bartholomew (1984) deemed such species “transition¬ 
al”; we have followed Sealy’s approach and consider 
the new species proposed here to be transitional in 

lia sect. Stereocarpus follows: 

Gen. Camellia. 45. 1958. Basionym: Thea sect. 

2: pi. 119. 1887. TYPE: Camellia dormoyana 
(Pierre ex Laness.) Sealy. 

Leaf blades ll-18(-25) X 5.5-8 cm. Flowers 
solitary at the ends of the branches, erect, almost 

and much smaller than the sepals, persistent; sepals 5 
or 6, large, persistent; petals ca. 12; stamens united 
with the petals but free above, glabrous; gynoecium 
glabrous; style 1, 5(or 6)-lobulate. 

Camellia maiana Orel, sp. nov. TYPE: Vietnam. Lam 
Dong Prov.: unnamed mtn., Da Lat Plateau, 19 
Nov. 2002, G. Orel, R. Cherry, S. Jones, B. Mika 
21149 (holotype, NSW; isotype, HN). Figure 1. 
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